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Democratic freedom and nuclear expansion – First sketch
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Francois Lévêque (2012):
„Nuclear power is the child of science and warfare“



- 6 -cvhirschhausen
Raitenhaslach, 25. August 2020

Nuclear power, democracy, nuclear di

Manhattan Project (1942 – 1946):
Science … and military warfare

First nuclear bomb: Trinity-Test, July 16, 1945

Manhattan Project: 1942-1946: General Groves + Professor Oppenheimer
(Jaensch and Herrmann, 2015)
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The dream (1954) …
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… destroyed in … 1957: Shippingport, first „commercial pilot reactor“:
8 times more expensive than the competitors (Radkau, 1983)
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Period 4, post-Fukushima (2011) :
• Implosion of nuclear power in 

Wester economies (i.e. closure 
of reactors, abandonment of new 
build projects).

• This leaves the development of 
nuclear power to “other”, non-
market systems, where countries 
hang on to nuclear development, 
for political, military-strategic, or 
other reasons.

• Increased use of “nuclear 
diplomacy”

• Major nuclear superpowers are 
China and Russia. 
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Sources: Wealer et al. (2018), World Nuclear Association (2018a), World Nuclear Association (2018b), and PRIS (2018).

Global perspective on potential „nuclear newbies“ …
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~ China itself

~ Pakistan

~ UK (tomorrow France?)

~ Africa

~ why not: Germany???

… and China
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…

USA (UK, France)???
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